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INNATE PHARMA STARTS A NEW PHASE IIa TRIAL           
WITH IPH 1101 IN CHRONIC MYELOID LEUKEMIA  

 
Marseilles, October 22, 2007 

Innate Pharma SA, a biopharmaceutical company developing first-in-class drugs targeting the 
innate immune system, today announced that it has received approval from the French 
authorities to start an exploratory Phase II (“Phase IIa”) clinical trial in chronic myeloid 
leukemia (“CML”) with IPH 1101, the lead drug candidate of its γδ T cell platform. This trial 
(the “IPH 1101-204” study) is the drug candidate’s fourth exploratory Phase II clinical trial and 
its third in an oncological indication.  

IPH 1101 is already in Phase IIa clinical trial in metastatic renal cell carcinoma (“mRCC”), 
Phase I/II in follicular lymphoma (“fNHL”) and Phase IIa in Type C viral hepatitis (“HCV”).     
As previously indicated by Innate Pharma, a fifth exploratory Phase II clinical trial with        
IPH 1101 (administered in combination with a cytotoxic agent) is being prepared in a solid 
tumor indication. The application for this latter trial should be filed at some point in the fourth 
quarter of 2007 (see the summary of ongoing Phase II clinical trials attached to this release 
and also available on the Company’s website, in the section dedicated to IPH 1101, at 
www.innate-pharma.com).   

The first results from the Phase IIa trial in metastatic renal cell carcinoma (mRCC) should be 
released during the first part of 2008. The initial data from the other Phase I/II or Phase IIa 
clinical trials are expected in 2008 and 2009. 

Completion of the final safety, pharmacology and efficacy database from the initiated IPH 1101 
trials is expected as of 2010. 

 

“Our clinical development strategy with IPH 1101, the leading drug candidate of our γδ T cell 
platform, is focused on obtaining clinical proof of concept for a new immunotherapy targeting 
the γδ T cells”, says Hervé Brailly, CEO of Innate Pharma. He adds: “The launch of this new 
clinical trial is one of the objectives we had set for 2007 and disclosed at the time of our IPO. 
We are focused on executing our plan and are now working on the launch of a fifth exploratory 
Phase II clinical trial, in line with our stated schedule”.  

“We are very pleased to be launching this trial since it offers a favorable setting for an 
immunotherapy strategy, specifically a residual stage of the disease and a biological marker 
with a  documented prognostic value” points out Patrick Squiban, CMO of Innate Pharma.  
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About the Phase II trial with IPH 1101 in Chronic Myeloid Leukemia (the “IPH 1101-
204” study): 

Chronic myeloid leukemia (CML) is a slowly progressing form of leukemia characterized by the 
proliferation of mature granulocytes and their bone marrow precursors. It was the first 
malignant disease to be associated with a genetic anomaly - the Philadelphia chromosome, 
which results from a reciprocal translocation between the ABL gene on chromosome 9 and the 
BCR gene on chromosome 22. The resulting BCR/ABL hybrid gene induces the production of a 
hybrid protein with strong tyrosine kinase activity; this deregulates the signal transduction 
pathways in the hematopoietic cells, which become leukemic. In the absence of treatment, 
CML evolves in three phases, usually beginning as a chronic, slowly worsening disease which 
then accelerates. The acceleration of the disease heralds progression into acute leukemia, with 
a very unfavorable prognosis.  

In 2006, approximately 13,400 new cases of chronic myeloid leukemia occurred in the United 
States in 2006 (source: American Cancer Society, 2007). The disease can occur at any age  
but more commonly affects middle-aged and older people. 

The IPH 1101-204 study will be a Phase IIa trial measuring the effect of IPH 1101 treatment in 
association with low dose interleukin 2 (IL-2) in CML patients having shown an incomplete 
molecular response to imatinib mesylate (brand name Gleevec® or Glivec®, the standard of 
care treatment), i.e. in a residual disease setting. The efficacy of imatinib in CML has been 
demonstrated, with remission in most treated patients. Nevertheless, some of these individuals 
show an incomplete molecular response and thus are more at risk of relapsing. In these 
patients, IPH 1101 as an add-on treatment to imatinib mesylate, could yield better efficacy 
than imatinib alone. The study’s primary endpoint will be the molecular response, as measured 
by levels of the BCR/ABL molecular marker.   

 

About IPH 1101: 

IPH 1101 is the most advanced drug candidate of the γδ T cell platform - one of Innate 
Pharma's three platforms currently under development. This platform is constituted by a family 
of agonists of Vγ9Vδ2 T lymphocytes, a non-conventional T cells population. 

IPH 1101 is a chemically-synthesized structural analog of non-conventional bacterial 
phosphoantigens which specifically activate the Vγ9Vδ2 T cell subset. The compound has been 
developed for intravenous delivery in association with subcutaneous, low-dose IL-2.  

IPH 1101 potentiates the direct cytotoxic activity of Vγ9Vδ2 T cells against a large number of 
tumor cell lines and also triggers the synthesis of pro-inflammatory cytokines - thus inducing 
the recruitment of other cell effectors and facilitating implementation of an adaptive response. 

It has also been shown that Vγ9Vδ2 T lymphocytes are able to exert clear activity against 
various types of virus. 
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About Innate Pharma: 

Founded in 1999 and funded by reference venture capitalists up to its IPO on Euronext in Paris 
in 2006, Innate Pharma S.A. (NYSE Euronext Paris: FR0010331421 – IPH) is a 
biopharmaceutical company developing first-in-class* drugs targeting innate immunity.  

The pioneering work of Innate Pharma’s scientific founders and research groups has led to the 
development of three drug candidates platforms (gamma delta T cells, NK cells and TLR), each 
directly or indirectly validated in clinical oncology settings. 

Besides cancer, Innate Pharma’s drug candidates have development potential in the treatment 
of infectious disease and chronic inflammation. The company's most advanced molecule is in 
Phase II clinical trials in cancer and viral infections.  

With its strong scientific position in innate immunity pharmacology, its robust intellectual 
property portfolio and its R&D expertise, Innate Pharma intends to become a leading player in 
the rapidly growing immunotherapeutics market.  

Based in Marseilles, France, Innate Pharma had 82 employees as of September 30, 2007. 

 

Learn more about Innate Pharma at www.innate-pharma.com 

 

 

 

Practical Information about Innate Pharma shares: 

ISIN code  

Ticker code 

FR0010331421 

IPH 

 

Disclaimer: 

This press release, and the information contained herein, does not constitute an offer to sell or 
a solicitation of an offer to buy or subscribe for shares in Innate Pharma in any country.   

 

For any additional information, please contact: 

Innate Pharma Alize Public Relations 

Stéphane Boissel, CFO Caroline Carmagnol 

Tel. : +33 (0)4 96 19 05 58 Tel. : +33 (0)6 64 18 99 59 

stephane.boissel@innate-pharma.fr caroline@alizerp.com 

 
 

                                          
* with new mechanisms of action. 


